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Fund-raising activity is likely to pick up in the first half of 2010 in the
Middle East and Morth Africa (Mena) and the region will witness
launch of several new funds, analysts and market players told
Emirates Business.

# Politically correct food goes onto the menu in Britain
# Tiger Woods scandal cost shareholders 'up to $12 billion’
# GE Capital unit to close financial deal next yvear

According to analysts, markets in the region are also presenting
attractive investment opportunities.

# Rock it, Singh

. ) Virtual office sector » 2010 to be better than this year
There are a lot of new Mena focused funds as emerging markets are | tg gee significant
looking the next best thing in 2010. growth maore

[The region is the best place to invest as the chances of recovery are ::EzzlFcciﬁgizr:;ea'sdeanlf OPINION

higher," said Haissam Arabi, Chief Executive Officer and Fund companies explaring
Manager of Gulfmena Alternative Investments Limited, that has | opportunities.
recently launched its Arab Opportunities Fund, which adopts a
multifaceted strategy to invest in Mena public equities. Al Masah
Capital Limited, an alternative asset management company, has
plans to come out with a Mena private equity fund this year. The size
of the new fund would be a "minimum $500 million {Dh1.8bn)" and
the company is looking at seven to eight heavy investments to
materialise, said Founder and CEO Shailesh Dash.

Battle to win first class passengers

The new minimum requirement to compete at
the luxury end of the aviation market is an
individual cabin for each passengers.

David Robertson

When web meets property sector

When it comes to dealing with the public,
property professionals appear to still have a lot
to learn.

"We plan to launch the fund by April and its minimum size would be | Captive insurance Graham Norwood
F500m. It_ is fl s_cnc:lal infrastructure fund that would be focussed on set.to recejve Joblessness likely to hit Asian upturn
M d Dash
ena region, - sal asf. major boost While major upheaval is not expected in India
] N DIFC is currently in 2010, social pressures may well be a drag on
Mena investors held large cash positions and would look for | processing applications reform and its markets.
opportunities to invest their money this year, as environment grows | from several local and Andrew Marshal
positive, said analysts. overseas corporations.
"Many Mena investors are holding very large cash positions and did ' 7':
not return back to the market,” said Zin Bekkali, CEO of Silk Invest. .!’ .
" Ié -
“This environment,” he added, " is very positive for Silk Invest as we IT'_.-..
are seeing increasing interest in our African and Arab products. ;
Investars are reacting very positively and we expect to raise
significant amounts.” L
Clear vision backed

Having a strong confidence in Mena investors, Pharos Financial | by accurate
Group is expecting maore than 50 per cent of the money for its $350m execution drives
agricultural fund to come from this region. UAE growth
o ) Mation is on fast track of
We are expecting a seed partner by the end of the year of around | geyelopment due to policies
520 million, the entire fund has a size of 5350 million.” said John J by the federal government.
Papesh of Pharos Financial Group.
The new fund, called Pharos Miro Agricultural Fund, is “a private POLL
equity investment opportunity in agriculture”, said Papesh.

)

>

Baring Asset Management is also preparing to launch its Mena fund
in the first quarter of next year.

"More funds would be investing in the region due to the positivity


/_layouts/Authenticate.aspx?source=%2FArticles%2F2010%2F1%2FPages%2F02012010%2F01032010_716d886c0acf429894e634d7938b4721.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Accounts/Pages/Register.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/Mobile.aspx?Device=Mobile
http://www.business24-7.ae/About/Pages/Careers.aspx
http://www.alkhaleejiya1009.com/
http://www.alarabiya99.com/
http://www.dubaieye1038.com/
http://www.nickarabia.net/
http://www.cityfm1016.com/
http://www.shooftv.com/
http://www.arnonline.com/
http://www.virginradiodubai.com/
http://www.arabmediagrouponline.com/
http://www.dubai92.com/
http://www.hit967.com/
http://www.mtva.com/
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/02012010/01032010_716d886c0acf429894e634d7938b4721.aspx
javascript:void(0)
http://www.business24-7.ae/pages/default.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Home/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/News/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Financial/Pages/04242008.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/CM/Pages/04242008.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/BoL/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Weekend/Pages/Default.aspx
javascript:Search_onclick()
http://www.business24-7.ae/Search/advanced.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/A_TO_Z/Pages/AtoZ.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/News
http://www.business24-7.ae/Financial
http://www.business24-7.ae/Companies_Markets
http://www.business24-7.ae/The_Business_of_Life
http://www.business24-7.ae/Weekend_edition
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/Opinion.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/News/CEO_Column/
http://www.business24-7.ae/About/Pages/About%20AMG.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/About/Pages/About%20247.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/About/Pages/ContactUs.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/About/Pages/Feedback.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/News
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/IranianarrestedwithdrugsatThaiairport.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/AustraliadefendssafetyafterIndiaissueswarning.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/Israeliairstrikekillsone,woundsthreeinGaza.aspx
javascript:Hide('sendfrind')
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/02012010/01032010_716d886c0acf429894e634d7938b4721.aspx#
mailto:online@business24-7.ae?subject=User feedback comments
javascript:Show('sendfrind')
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_01ab9e6be32e437eb88999ad1502dbb2.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_284b21c52a8e4494a62db91c0164e64a.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_3c77dd8e4eb54dc68a95992bd1e53b68.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_63791ffa1c714fd88d9c8b7f5c41aefa.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/03012010/01042010_63115395b5f549aebfa071f342afe740.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/03012010/01042010_7910d90be27f4849877a19df2a92832d.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_28f308ac26454278819f3291e44b612e.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_28f308ac26454278819f3291e44b612e.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_70c1360e313d473989e0f4eb1213f777.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_70c1360e313d473989e0f4eb1213f777.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_e0f055126f324370a932454357f9842f.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_e0f055126f324370a932454357f9842f.aspx
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/30122009/12312009_695995c0c82841d79af45b03b6388ac4.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/TigerWoodsscandalcostshareholders'upto$12billion'.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/30122009/12312009_ef154e65a7f14ebd95d4fae7bbe540f6.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/12122009/12132009_99038445ee6e49448fee2771ba6fbea7.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/30122009/12312009_5be5337131ee442baa05f08570045e84.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/5/Pages/Iraq-bornteencracksmathspuzzle.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/26122009/12272009_b60d075ae8834ca981282abc0ee85802.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/30122009/12312009_d779f24baac54b8ba2168695b52601cb.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/26122009/12272009_b5facac2453d487b9dba7a2c0fc1093b.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/27122009/12282009_24e4673e441f4739bc795983298953c0.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/02012010/01032010_5e5d21846c66460481c3011cd50fd7ab.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/03012010/01042010_bf565cc67a6745e69538f5ed6f8db3bd.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/26122009/12272009_b60d075ae8834ca981282abc0ee85802.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/03012010/01042010_7b462e3aacf74ff38bc6219916b03871.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2009/12/Pages/26122009/12272009_9cb21a6916cd46a6bb9094eb52f49bf5.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/mostpopular.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/Opinion.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/authors.aspx?AuthorID=David Robertson&IDAuthor=62
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_01ff644c9eec43e382404cbde4d346b3.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/authors.aspx?AuthorID=David Robertson&IDAuthor=62
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/authors.aspx?AuthorID=Graham Norwood&IDAuthor=66
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/05012010/01062010_298ea80d21894258baa97ba4c35b7047.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Pages/authors.aspx?AuthorID=Graham Norwood&IDAuthor=66
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/04012010/01052010_2781045108264d1091a736c17e4c5981.aspx
http://www.business24-7.ae/Articles/2010/1/Pages/04012010/01052010_2781045108264d1091a736c17e4c5981.aspx

compared to other emerging markets, investor confidence is also
returning,” said Hedi Ben Mlouka, Managing Director of Duet Group

In terms of sectors, those investing in the region are looking forward

to sectors such as infrastructure, banks, pharmaceuticals and
telecoms

Keep up with the latest business news from the region with the
Emirates Business 24|7 daily newsletter. To subscribe to the (]

newsletter, please click here Previous Polls
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